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3 of 3 review helpful Opening the door on Ed Ricketts By Kyle Gardner I first became familiar with Edward Ricketts 
work as a biologist when a friend loaned me Between Pacific Tides Ricketts monumental overview of tidal marine life 
Since then I ve reread John Steinbeck s Cannery Row and picked up the combined Steinbeck Ricketts effort Sea of 
Cortez which feature even greater insight on Ricketts the man and naturalist In the 1930s while the Dust Bowl and the 
Great Depression sent most of America into the doldrums a lively intellectual and artistic community formed in the 
West revolving around three legendary friends Ed Ricketts John Steinbeck and Joseph Campbell Steinbeck 
immortalized Monterey s bohemian spirit in Cannery Row but the area s true lifeblood was his best friend and mentor 
Ed Ricketts Today Ed Ricketts is usually remembered as Doc mdash the beer drinking From Publishers Weekly It s 
quite likely that even the most enthusiastic readers of Cannery Row don t know much about Ed Ricketts the self taught 
marine biologist depicted in John Steinbeck s novel as Doc mdash a beer guzzling bohemian science philosop 
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