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and I m basing this review on the first essay alone Conscience and Truth I have not read the second essay yet but even 
if it was terrible though I m sure it s wonderful I would still give this five stars I m not sure how his book would play 
in the mind of a non Catholic But I would say first of all it s Prepared and co published by the National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia this book is a combination of two lengthy essays written by Cardinal Ratzinger and 
delivered in talks when he was head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith Both talks deal with the 
importance of conscience and its exercise in particular circumstances Ratzinger s reflections show that contemporary 
debates over the nature of conscience have deep historical and philoso John Haas has collected here two seminal 
essays of Joseph Ratzinger one from 1991 and one from 1984 both on the nature of conscience as understood in moral 
theology These essays are brief to the point and abidingly instructive in providing a full understa 
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