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On 4 June 1629 the Batavia pride of the Dutch East India Company Fleet was wrecked on her maiden voyage in a 
seemingly empty expanse of the Indian Ocean The question ldquo how did this happen rdquo led to 300 years of 
investigation by those curious to solve the enigma what are corals and how are coral reefs formed Relying heavily on 
primary source material Part 1 traces the sequential evolution of scientific thought and practice as the author ex ldquo 
How long will the coral reefs of the world be alive Australian ecologist James Bowen hellip attempted to answer this 
question through a historical study of how knowledge of reefs and reef creatures has progressed hellip Those 
interested in coral 
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