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Over the last two decades concerns about the impact of towed fishing gears such as trawls and dredges on benthic
habitats and organisms have increased This publication reviews the most recent experimental studies of the impact of
towed fishing gears on benthic communities Otter trawls beam trawls and scallop dredges are likely to have different
physical impacts on the sea bed owing to their different catching techniques The most noticeable physical effect of
otter t About the Author Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
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